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Public Budget Meeting       October 15, 2024 
 
Chairman James Rogers called the Public Budget Meeting of the North Merrick Fire District to order 
at 7:00 PM.  Present Commissioners were; Commissioner Brian Ellensohn, Commissioner Scott 
Rockwin Commissioner James McCauley, Commissioner James Rogers and Commissioner Paul 
Wilders.  Also present was District Treasurer Maura Fabian, District Attorney Joseph Pusateri, and 
District Clerk David Ward. 
 
A salute to the flag led by Commissioner Rockwin. 
 
A discussion was held on the 2025 District Budget, a motion by Commissioner Rogers, seconded by 
Commissioner McCauley unanimously approved to adopt the 2025 North Merrick Fire District Budget 
$ 3,537,961. : Commissioner Ellensohn – yes, Commissioner McCauley – yes,  Commissioner Rockwin – yes, Commissioner 
Rogers – yes, Commissioner Wilders – yes.) 
 
A discussion was held on the 2024 District Election, a motion by Commissioner Rogers, seconded by 
Commissioner McCauley unanimously approved the enclosed “Notice of Election”: Commissioner 
Ellensohn – yes, Commissionr McCauley – yes, Commissioner Rockwin – yes, Commissioner Rogers – yes, Commissioner Wilders 
– yes.) 
 
A discussion was held on the air conditioning in the hall, a motion by Commissioner Rogers, 
seconded by Commissioner Rockwin unanimously approved the emergency purchase of UV lights for 
the air conditioning in the hall 4 units at a total cost of $ 4582.00: Commissioner Ellensohn – yes, Commissionr 
McCauley – yes, Commissioner Rockwin – yes, Commissioner Rogers – yes, Commissioner Wilders – yes.) 
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   North Merrick Fire District 

    BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 
2095 Camp Avenue, North Merrick, N.Y. 11566 

(516) 223 - 4102  FAX (516) 223 - 4105 
 

 
 

 
LEGAL NOTICE 

 
 
 

2024 NOTICE OF THE ANNUAL ELECTION 
 

 
THE ANNUAL ELECTION OF THE NORTH MERRICK FIRE DISTRICT SHALL BE HELD ON THE 10TH DAY OF 
DECEMBER 2024 BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 2:00 P.M. AND 9:00 P.M.  THE ELECTION WILL BE HELD AT THE 
NORTH MERRICK FIRE DISTRICT HEADQUARTERS BUILDING LOCATED AT 2095 CAMP AVENUE, NORTH 
MERRICK, NEW YORK, 11566.  THERE WILL BE AN ELECTION MEETING ON TUESDAY DECEMBER 10TH, 2024 AT 
1 PM.  PLEASE NOTE THAT ONLY THOSE PERSONS WHO RESIDE IN THE NORTH MERRICK FIRE DISTRICT AND 
ARE REGISTERED WITH THE NASSAU COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS ON OR BEFORE THE 18TH DAY OF 
NOVEMBER 2024 SHALL BE ELIGIBLE TO VOTE. 
 
THE ELECTION WILL TAKE PLACE FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITION: 
 
FIRE COMMISSIONER (FIVE YEAR TERM) BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2025. 
 
FURTHER NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT NOMINATIONS FOR FIRE COMMISSIONER, SHALL BE SUBMITTED 
ONLY ON THE NORTH MERRICK FIRE DISTRICT. 
 
PETITION FORM MAY BE OBTAINED IN PERSON ON OR AFTER THE 1ST DAY OF NOVEMBER 2024 AT THE FIRE 
DISTRICT OFFICE, 2095 CAMP AVENUE, NORTH MERRICK, NEW YORK 11566.  SAID PETITION FORM SHALL BE 
SUBSCRIBED TO BY AT LEAST (25) TWENTY-FIVE QUALIFIED VOTERS OF THE NORTH MERRICK FIRE 
DISTRICT.  THE PETITION FORM SHALL SET FORTH THE NAME OF THE CANDIDATE, HIS OR HER ADDRESS, 
AND THE OFFICE FOR WHICH THE CANDIDATE IS NOMINATED. ALL NOMINATING PETITIONS SHALL BE FILED 
AT THE NORTH MERRICK FIRE DISTRICT OFFICE WITH DAVID WARD, DISTRICT CLERK, 2095 CAMP AVENUE, 
NORTH MERRICK, NEW YORK, 11566 ON OR BEFORE NOVEMBER 20TH  2024 AT 4 PM. 
 
BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 
DAVID WARD DISTRICT CLERK 
NORTH MERRICK FIRE DISTRICT 
OCTOBER 15, 2024 
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NORTH MERRICK FIRE DISTRICT 
RESOLUTION NO. 1: OVERRIDE REAL PROPERTY TAX CAP FOR THE 2025 BUDGET 
   
WHEREAS, the Board of Fire Commissioners of the North Merrick Fire District must adopt a 
proposed budget for 2025 and estimate of fund balances in preparation for the annual fire district 
budget hearing and did so in preparation for the budget hearing, and 
  
WHEREAS, the Board of Fire Commissioners of the North Merrick Fire District held the annual fire 
district budget hearing on notice to the public on September 26, 2024 and 
  
WHEREAS, the Board has considered the proposed budget and comments received on the proposed 
budget on October 15, 2024 at said budget hearing, and 
  
WHEREAS, the Board has determined that the financial needs of the fire district and fire department 
for fiscal year 2025 cannot be supported by a budget that would comply with the real property tax cap 
established pursuant to Section 3-c of the General Municipal Law as the proposed budget for 2025 
calls for a real property tax levy that will exceed the real property tax cap permitting only a 2.00%, or 
inflationary rate increase in said tax levy; and 
  
WHEREAS, Section 3-c of the General Municipal Law provides as follows: 
  
A local government may adopt a budget that requires a tax levy that  is greater than the tax levy 
limit  for  the  coming  fiscal  year,  not including  any  levy  necessary  to support the expenditures 
pursuant to subparagraphs (i) through (iv) of paragraph g of subdivision two of this section, only if the 
governing  body  of  such  local  government  first enacts,  by  a  vote  of sixty percent of the total 
voting power of such body, a local law to override such limit for  such  coming  fiscal  year 
only,  or  in  the  case  of  a district or fire district, a resolution, approved by a vote of sixty percent of 
the total voting  power  of  such body, to override such limit for such coming fiscal year only. 
  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Fire Commissioners hereby approves a 
determination to override the real property tax cap for the 2025 budget only in order to permit an 
annual real property tax levy that will exceed the real property tax cap permitting only a 2.00%, or 
inflationary rate increase in said tax levy and result in a final annual fire district budget in the amount 
of $ 3,537,961.00 
  
The adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote and upon roll call the vote was as 
follows: 
 A motion by Commissioner Wilders, seconded by Commissioner McCauley unanimously approved to 
adopt this resolution # 1: Commissioner Ellensohn – yes, Commissioner McCauley – yes, Commissioner Rockwin – yes, 
Commissioner Rogers – yes, Commissioner Wilders – yes.) 
 
Chairman James Rogers    - YES 
Commissioner James McCauley   - YES 
Commissioner Brian Ellensohn   - YES 
Commissioner Scottichael Rockwin - YES 
Commissioner Paul Wilders   - YES 
  
The resolution was thereupon duly declared to have been adopted. 
  
Dated:  October 15, 2024, New York 
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NORTH MERRICK FIRE DISTRICT 
RESOLUTION NO. 2: APPROVE FINAL BUDGET FOR 2025 

  
WHEREAS, the Board of Fire Commissioners of the North Merrick Fire District must adopt a 
proposed budget for 2025 and estimate of fund balances in preparation for the annual fire district 
budget hearing and did so in preparation for the budget hearing, and 
  
WHEREAS, the Board of Fire Commissioners of the North Merrick Fire District held the annual fire 
district budget hearing on notice to the public on September 26, 2024, and 
  
WHEREAS, the Board has considered the proposed budget and comments received on the proposed 
budget on October 15, 2024 at said budget hearing, and 
  
WHEREAS, the Board has determined that that financial needs of the fire district and fire department 
for fiscal year 2025 cannot be supported by a budget that would comply with the real property tax cap 
established pursuant to Section 3-c of the General Municipal Law as the proposed budget for 2024 
calls for a real property tax levy that will exceed the real property tax cap permitting only a 2.00 % or 
inflationary rate, increase in said tax levy; and 
  
WHEREAS, Section 3-c of the General Municipal Law provides as follows: 
  
A local government may adopt a budget that requires a tax levy that  is greater than the tax levy 
limit  for  the  coming  fiscal  year,  not including  any  levy  necessary  to support the expenditures 
pursuant to subparagraphs (i) through (iv) of paragraph g of subdivision two of this section, only if the 
governing  body  of  such  local  government  first enacts,  by  a  vote  of sixty percent of the total 
voting power of such body, a local law to override such limit for  such  coming  fiscal  year 
only,  or  in  the  case  of  a district or fire district, a resolution, approved by a vote of sixty percent of 
the total voting  power  of  such body, to override such limit for such coming fiscal year only. 
  
WHEREAS, previously at this meeting this Board of Fire Commissioners passed a resolution to 
override the real property tax cap for the 2025 Budget. 
  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Fire Commissioners hereby approves the 
Final Budget for the North Merrick Fire District for 2025 attached hereto and made a part hereof in the 
amount of $ 3,537,961.00 
 
A motion by Commissioner Rogers, seconded by Commissioner Rockwin unanimously approved to 
adopt this resolution # 2: Commissioner Ellensohn – yes, Commissioner McCauley – yes,  Commissioner Rockwin – yes, 
Commissioner Rogers – yes, Commissioner Wilders – yes.) 
 
Chairman James Rogers   - YES 
Commissioner James McCauley  - YES 
Commissioner Brian Ellensohn  - YES 
Commissioner Scottmichael Rockwin - YES 
Commissioner Paul Wilders   - YES 
 
The adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote and upon roll call the vote was as 
follows: 
The resolution was thereupon duly declared to have been adopted. 
Dated:  October 15, 2024, New York 
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With no other business meeting adjourned at 7:30 PM 
Respectfully Submitted   
David M. Ward  
District Clerk 
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