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Regular Meeting                                                                           August 12, 2025 
 
Vice- Chairman Paul Wilders called the Regular Meeting of the Board of Fire 
Commissioners of the North Merrick Fire District to order at 8:00 PM. Those present 
were; Commissioner Brian Ellensohn, Commissioner Scott Rockwin, Commissioner 
James Rogers and Commissioner Paul Wilders.  Also present were; District 
Treasurer Patrick Cunningham, District Attorney Joseph Pusateri, and District Clerk 
David Ward.  
 
A salute to the flag led by Commissioner Rogers. 
 
A motion by Commissioner Ellensohn, seconded by Commissioner Rockwin, 
unanimously passed to accept the following reports: (Commissioner Ellensohn – yes, 
Commissioner Rockwin – yes, Commissioner Rogers – yes, Commissioner Wilders - yes). 
 
The Bank Account Book Balances dated August 12, 2025. 
  
The Minutes from the Interim Meeting Minutes dated August 5, 2025. 
  
The Minutes from the Board Business Meeting dated July 8, 2025 
  
The “Expenses by Vendor Detail” dated August 12, 2025. 
 
READING OF COMMUNICATIONS:  
At this time all correspondence was read; any requiring further action will be handled 
under new business. 
A letter from MES. 
 
A letter from Waterway concerning hose testing. 
 
The Four Towns Training Center Meeting Minutes, dated July 8, 2025. 
 
An email and letter requesting information from the New York State Office of the 
State Comptroller. 
 
A letter from PSEG regarding tree trimming. 
 
APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP: 
David Ward reported the status of 3 new applications for membership. 
 
Lost and Damaged Reports: 
David Ward reported on FRS work orders. 
 
Local Government and Community Relations(AC): 
Commissioner Wilders reported progress. 
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Building(BE,SR,JR): 
Commissioner Rockwin reported on the building hall construction. 
Commissioner Rogers reported on the truck room ceiling repairs. 
 
Chief’s and District Vehicles (BE,SR, PW): 
Commissioner Rockwin reported the following; 
Repairs to the 2007 Chevrolet Tahoe by Jerry’s Car Care 
Repairs to the 2001 Ford E-450 (unit 6712), by Jerry’s Car Care. 
Repairs to the 2001 Ford E-450 (unit 6712), by Jerry’s Car Care. 
 
Equipment (BE,SR): 
David Ward reported hose testing will take place on Wednesday September 4, 2025. 
David Ward reported firefighter gear, is ordered after the gear fitting was completed 
last month. 
David Ward reported on the new Scott filling station. 
 
Fire Department Personnel (JM,JR,PW): 
A discussion was held on personnel. 
 
Recruitment & Retention (BE, PW): 
Commissioner Ellensohn reported on recruitment and retention. 
 
Uniforms (BE,PW): 
Commissioner Wilders reported on uniform equipment.  
David Ward reported uniform equipment is ordered, after the uniform fitting was 
done last month. 
 
Fire Apparatus and Ambulance Repairs (BE, SR, PW): 
David Ward reported on the repair status of the 2008 Spartan (unit 678) 
David Ward reported the 2001 Spartan (unit 671) will go to Hendrickson when the 
2008 Spartan (unit 678) repairs are complete for a slow start condition on the 2001 
Spartan (unit 671). 
Commissioner Rockwin reported the following: 
 
Utilities (BE, PW): 
Commissioner Wilders reported on utilities. 
 
Auditing (PC): 
Patrick Cunningham reported on progress. 
David Ward reported on the New York State Office of the State Comptroller Audit. 
 
Legal (JP): 
Joseph Pusateri reported on the contract for building repairs. 
 
Insurance (JM, JR): 
Commissioner Rogers reported on insurances. 
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Computers and Web Site (BE,PW): 
Commissioner Wilders reported on computers and the website. 
David Ward reported on system upgrades to the building. 
  
Training (Fire and Administrative) (PW): 
Commissioner Wilders reported on training. 
  
Four Towns (JM,PW): 
Commissioner Wilders reported on the Four Towns Training Center held tonight at 
North Merrick at 7 PM; next meeting Tuesday September 9, 2025 
  
Radio (JM,SR): 
Commissioner Rockwin reported on radios. 
  
Purchasing Policies & Procedures (SR,JR): 
Commissioner Rockwin reported on purchasing. 
  
Medical Equipment (JM, JR): 
Commissioner Rogers reported on medical equipment. 
  
District Employees (C.O.B, PW): 
Commissioner Wilders reported on District Employees. 
 
District Policies and Procedures (AC): 
Patrick Cunningham reported the following Account Transfer/Electronic Debit: 
Date                  From                          To                                                          Amount 
8/12/2025 NY CLASS 001 Connect One  0336      $  150,000.00 
8/12/2025 NY CLASS 001 NY CLASS CR Apparatus & Equip 002  $  590,000.00 
8/12/2025 NY CLASS 001 NY CLASS CR Building & Grounds 003 $  374,075.00 
 
Inventory Control (SR,JR ): 
David Ward reported the following changes to inventory; 
CO meter reached end of life, discarded mod # SP-SQT-CO,  s/n SN0112686 
Scott filling station b/c 00223, s/n 972138 replaced with new filling station, old filling 
station discarded. 
Floor scrubber, reached end of life, discarded, b/c01161, s/n N4000051042,  not 
cost effective to repair, replaced with new. 
Steel Bottle, reached end of life b/c B00010 
(Commissioner Ellensohn – yes, Commissioner Rockwin – yes, Commissioner Rogers - yes,  Commissioner 
Wilders – yes). 
 
Installation Dinner (AC): 
Commissioner Wilders reported on the Installation Dinner. 
 
Length of Service Awards Program (BE,JM,): 
Commissioner Ellensohn reported on the Length of Service Awards Program. 
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EMS Certifications and Ambulance Narcotics (C.O.B, JR): 
Commissioner Ellensohn reported progress. 
 
EMS Cost Recovery (BE, JR, PW): 
Commissioner Rogers reported on EMS Cost Recovery. 
 
Old Business: 
 
 
New Business: 
A motion by Commissioner Rockwin, seconded by Commissioner Ellensohn 
unanimously approved the Length of Service Awards Program Conflict of Interest 
Policy.   (Commissioner Ellensohn – yes, Commissioner Rockwin – yes, Commissioner Rogers – yes, 
Commissioner Wilders - yes). 
 
A motion by Commissioner Rogers, seconded by Commissioner Wilders 
unanimously approved the New York State Deferred Compensation Plan.   
(Commissioner Ellensohn – yes, Commissioner Rockwin – yes, Commissioner Rogers – yes, Commissioner 
Wilders - yes). 
 
A motion by Commissioner Rogers, seconded by Commissioner Ellensohn 
unanimously approved the attached resolution subject to a permissive referendum. 
(Commissioner Ellensohn – yes, Commissioner Rockwin – yes, Commissioner Rogers – yes, Commissioner Wilders - 
yes). 
 
At this time the North Merrick Fire Department budget requests were gone over, a motion 
by Commissioner Rockwin, seconded by Commissioner Ellensohn unanimously approved 
the following; 
 
CO # 1 “Continue working with First Arriving” $ 22,124.00    APPROVED 
CO # 2 “Apparatus License Plates for the 100th Anniversary” $ 2,565.00  APPROVED 
CO # 3 “ Apparatus Decals for 100th Anniversary” $ 640.00    APPROVED 
CO # 4 “Pack Tracker”        TABLED 
 HL # 1 “Parapet ladder and mounting brackets for 673”  $ 1092.50  DENIED 
HL # 2 “ Battery Operated Ventilation Fans for 678 $ 17,304.30  DENIED 
HL # 3 “Propane Burn Off Kit” $ 7,819.00     APPROVED 
DT # 1 “Personal Safety Equipment as needed with purchase requests….”  APPROVED 
DT # 2 “Three Lengths of Single Jacket Hose (as needed)”   APPROVED 
DT # 3 “One (1) length of tournament motor pump hard suction hose with 
               Couplings attached (as needed)     APPROVED 
DT # 4 “Operating Budget as in past (allowed with receipts)   APPROVED 
DT # 5 “Engine, Transmission and pump rebuild (as needed)   APPROVED 
DT # 6 “Two (2) 10 x 20 E-Z Up pop tents (Red)  $ 1,604.00   APPROVED  
DT # 7 “Two (2) Coleman 316 Series 100-Quart wheeled cooer  
in rock cooler” $ 250.86                                                                                  APPROVED 
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With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:25 PM 
 

Respectfully Submitted   
David M. Ward  
District Clerk 
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